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INDIGENOUS 
VIEWS/INDIGENEITY

Includes understanding: 

● the effect of Canadian history on 
Indigenous Peoples, Indigenous 
culture, rights, finances and 
perspectives 

● the importance of stewardship of the 
land for future generations 

as part of building respectful relationships 
and walking alongside to learn and share 
experiences. 















Data Sovereignty 
Indigenous Data Sovereignty is 
the authority Indigenous 
Nations hold under 
international law, notably 
the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous 
People, to manage the data 
on Indigenous Peoples, our 
territories, cultural heritage, 
traditional knowledge, and 
ways of life.





Collective Benefit

Authority to Control

Responsibility

Ethics

We Need YOU 
to CARE!
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http://www.productionscazabon.com/economic-reconciliation









Step into the River: A 
Framework for Economic 
Reconciliation. Co-authored by 
Sxwpilemaát Siyám (Chief 
Leanne Joe, Squamish Nation) 
and Lily Raphael. SFU 
Community Economic 
Development. Published June 
2022

https://www.sfu.ca/ced/economic-
reconciliation/framework-for-
economic-reconciliation/framework-
fulldownload/

https://www.sfu.ca/ced/economic-reconciliation/framework-for-economic-reconciliation/framework-fulldownload/


Sxwpilemaát Siyám, Hereditary Chief Leanne Joe, 
of the Squamish Nation.

“The current colonial economic 
model is built on the myth of 
perpetual material growth which 
creates waste, degrades nature, 
disregards justice and fails to 
ensure equity. It is structured 
around dependency rather than 
well-being and the impacts are 
plainly visible and felt across 
different scales. For our 
economy to shift, we need to 
rethink what we value, how we 
relate to one another and how 
we make decisions.”







https://info.sharedvaluesolutions.com/blog/esg-performance-indigenous-nations-
and-the-canadian-economy

https://info.sharedvaluesolutions.com/blog/esg-performance-indigenous-nations-and-the-canadian-economy


Indigenous Organizations 
Changing ESG Standards 
● The First Nation Major Project Coalition

(FNMPC)
● Raven Indigenous Capital Partners
● The First Nations Finance Authority

(FNFA)
● The Reconciliation & Responsible 

Investment Initiative (RRII)
● The National Aboriginal Trust Officers 

Association
● The Canadian Council for Aboriginal 

Business
● The National Aboriginal Capital 

Corporation Association
● SHARE Canada share.ca
● The Indigenomics Institute

https://fnmpc.ca/
https://ravencapitalpartners.ca/
https://www.fnfa.ca/en/
https://reconciliationandinvestment.ca/
https://natoa.ca/
http://www.ccab.com/
http://www.nacca.ca/
http://www.share.ca/
http://www.indigenomicsinstitute.ca/


ESG Global Metrics

● the Global Reporting Initiative (GRI)
● the Sustainability Accounting Standards 

Board (SASB)
● the Financial Stability Board’s Task Force on 

Climate-related Financial Disclosures 
(TFCD)

● the Climate Disclosure Standards Board 
(CDSB)

● Did not consult 
Indigenous Nations or 
Peoples

● Limited metrics 
relevant to 
Indigenous Peoples 
do not align with 
UNDRIP and 
protection of 
Indigenous Rights 



ESG standards were essentially created 
by the private sector and for the private 
sector, and as a result, these standards 
have little to do with Indigenous peoples’ 
territories, lands and waters, Indigenous 
knowledge, or cultural heritage, laws, 
principles, or traditions; Indigenous 
economies; health and wellbeing; let alone 
Indigenous inherent, constitutional or treaty 
rights – all these values, and in turn, ESG 
metrics are missing in this story (FNMPC, 
2021).

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5849b10dbe659445e0
2e6e55/t/6009dce2d320c1736a6da1fa/1611259116397/FNM
PC_ESG_Primer_2021_Final.pdf

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5849b10dbe659445e02e6e55/t/6009dce2d320c1736a6da1fa/1611259116397/FNMPC_ESG_Primer_2021_Final.pdf


We are not stakeholders.

We are Nations.



If organizations are not required to report the
impact of Indigenous rights violations, or the
likelihood of such impacts occurring, investors and
markets will continue to be misled as to the
presence of material financial risk attached to
projects or development that proceed without FPIC
and violate Indigenous human rights

“Corporate Risk Reporting and Indigenous Peoples: The International Sustainability Standards 
Board” (2022). Prepared by First Peoples Worldwide. University of Colorado Boulder. 



INDIGENOUS

I



ESG-I Partnership 

Indigenous Led 

Inclusive of Indigenous worldviews + Language

Indigenomics

UNDRIP + FPIC 

Circular Economy 

Advocacy 

Indigenous Data Sovereignty



Climate Action & 
Biodiversity



What will you do?



The TRC calls for “skills-
based training in 
intercultural competency, 
conflict resolution, human 
rights, and anti-racism.”

10 Modules:
● Thriving Indigenous 

Societies

● Contact

● Racism

● Colonialism

● Treaties

● Indian Act

● Res idential Schools

● UNDRIP

● Reconcilia tion today

● Indigenous  Relations  in 

the workplace

● Concrete optimism 

  





kelsey.leonard@uwaterloo.c
a
@KelseyTLeonard

mailto:kelsey.leonard@uwaterloo.ca
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